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February 25, 2009

Senator Gayle Slossberg
Public Health Committee
Room 3000

Legislative Office Building
Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Senator Slossberg,

The American Red Cross strongly supports passage of S.B. 981 AAC THE
. AVAILABILITY OF AUTOMATIC EXTERNAL DEFIBRILLATORS IN SCHOOLS

More than 350,000 Americans suffer from a sudden cardiac arrest each year.
Less than 10 percent will be discharged from a hospital alive. Cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR) started promptly can help. However, CPR by itself is most often
insufficient to correct the problem. In more than two- thirds of all cardiac arrests, an
electric shock, known as defibrillation, is needed. Studies show that prompt CPR
followed by early defibrillation is can reduce death from sudden cardiac arrest. The links
in the cardiac chain of survival include early activation of the emergency medical system
(EMS); prompt CPR; early defibrillation; and advanced cardiac life support (ACLS).
Weaknesses in any link lessen the chance of survival. '

By enacting legislature to support the use of Automated External Defibrillators
(AEDs) and by increasing the number of individuals that are trained to respond, the
survival rate can be increased significantly. Both AED pilot programs and established
programs have reported out-of-hospital cardiac arrest survival rates as high as 58 percent.
Unfortunately, out-of-hospital medical care (including training, equipment and standards
of care) varies from state to state, which subjects the public to inconsistent care. It is
clear that legislative interventions can substantially affect the delivery of out of hospital
care, resulting in increased survival rates.

The Red Cross has done research on all Connecticut Schools and concluded the
following information.

Public School Districts

There are 166 Public School districts in the State of Connecticut.

64% (107 districts) of these districts have AEDs in all of their schools.
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11% (18 districts) of these districts have AEDs at the High School and Middle School
level only.

8% (14 districts) of these districts have AEDs at the High School level only.

5% (9 districts) of these districts have AEDs at mixed levels in their district. Most have
them at the High School level but may have devices in certain primary schools due to a -

student with a cardiac condition.

11% (18 districts) have no AEDs in their schools.

Private Schools

Our research has found there are 306 Private Schools that may encompass grades 1
through 12 in their programs in the State of Connecticut. These numbers are more
volatile than the public schools. Private schools are more likely to close, open or merge

in the State.

Secondary Schools- There are 128 private schools in Connecticut that include grades 9
through 12. 59% (76 schools) of private secondary schools have AEDs at their location.

Primary Schools- There are 178 private schools in Connecticut that include grades
Kindergarten through 8. 25% (45 schools) of private primary schools have AEDs at their

location.

By enacting this legislation the schools in the State of Connecticut will be safer places to
learn and work.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at jackh@mfcarc.org,

Sincerely,

ack Harder
Director of Community Development




ALL PUBLIC SCHOOLS AED Present?
Andover All Schools
Ansonia High/Middle
Ashford All Schools

Avon All Schools
Barikhamsted All Schools

Beriin High School
Bethany Ali Schools

Bethel All Schools
Bloomfield All Schools

Bolton All Schools

Bozrah None

Branford All Schools
Bridgeport None

Bristol None

Brookfield All Schools
Brooklyn All Schools
Canaan All Schools
Canterbury None

Canton All Schools
Chaplin All Schoois
Chesire All 8chools
Chester All Schools

Clinton None

Colchester High School
Colebrook All Schools
Columbia All Schools
Cornwall All Schools
Coventry All Schools
Cromwell All Schools
Danbury Adl schools

Darien High School frainers
Deep River All Schools

Derby High/Middie School
East Granby High/Middie School
East Haddam None

East Hampton High/Middle School
East Hartford None

East Haven High School

East Lyme High School

East Windsor All Schools
Eastiord All Schools

Easton All Schools
Ellington All Schools

Enfield High/Middle School
Essex All Schools
Fairfield High & Middle Schools
Farmington High/Middle School
Franklin All Schools
Glastonbury Alt Schools

Granby High/Middle School




Greenwich All Schools

Griswold All Schools

Groton 2 Elementary schools have AEDs
{Guilford All Schools

Hamden Middile School

Harnpton All Schools

Hartford High Schools

Hartland All Schools

Hebron All Schools

Kent All Schools

Kiliingly All Schools

Lebanon All Schools

Ledyard All Schools

Lishon All Schools

Litchfield Ali Schools

Madison High/Middle & Some Elementary

Manchester High School

Mansfield Al Schools

Marlborough All Schools

Meriden High School

Middletown __|Hig/Middle School
iMifford o High Schools

Monroe All Schools

Montvilie All Schools

Naugatuck High School

New Britain High/Middle & Some Elementary

New Canaan None

New Fairfield All Bchools

New Hartford All Schools

New Haven None

New London None

New Milford Ali Schools

Newington All Schools

Newtown All Schools

Norfolk All Schools

North Branford All Schools

North Canaan All Schools

North Haven Al Schools

North Stonington All Schools

Norwalk None

Norwich All Schools

Qld Saybrook. . ..o Al SGhools

Orange 0 v | Al Schools T T

Oxford All Schools
{Plainfield High School & 1 Middle School

Plainville None

Plymouth HighMiddle

Pomfret All Schools

Portland None

Preston None

Putham High/Middle

Redding All Schools




Region 1/Falls Village

All Schools

Region 10/Burlington All Schools

Region 11/Chaplin All Schoois
|Region 12/Washington Depot |All Schools

Region 13/Durham All Schools

Region 14/\Woodbury All Schools
[Region 15/Middlebury All Schools

Region 16/Prospect High/Middle School
Region 17/Higganum High/Middle Scheol
Region 18/01d Lyme None

Region 18/Storrs All Schools

Region 4/Deep River All Schools. oo
Region 5/Woodbridge - |All Schools
Region 6/Litchfield All Schools

Region 7/Winsted All Schools

 Region 8/Hebron All Schools

Region 9/Monroe All Schools
Ridgefield High School/some elementary
Rocky Hill All Schoois

Salem None

Salisbury All Schools
Seymour All Schools
Scotland All Schools

Sharon All Schools
Sheilton All Schools
Sherman All Schools
Simsbury High/Middle School
Somers All Schools

South Windsor All 8chools
Southington High School
Sprague All Schools
Stafford High/Middle
Stamford All Schools
Sterling All Schools
Stonington All Schools
Stratford All Schoois
Suffleld Alf 8chools
Thomaston All Schools
Thompson All Schools

Tolland All Schoois
Torrington High School
Trumbuli High & Middle Schools
Union None

Vernorn All Schools
Voluntown All Schools
Wallingford All Schools
Waterbury All Schools
Waterford High/Middle School
Watertown None

West Hartford ... ... |High School
{WestHaven. i Al Schools v
Westbrook All Schools




Weston All Schools

Westport All Schools

Wethersfield High/Middle Schoois and 2 elementary
Willington Alt Schools .
Wilton All Schools

Winchester All Schools

Windham High School

Windsor High/Middle Schools

Windsor Locks High School

Wolcott All Schools

Woodbridge in pool attached to school
Woodstock All Schools
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